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   The October meeting will be hybrid (in-person and 

    also via Zoom). 

 

 

 
A Message from the President 
By Doug Bruce, N1WRN 
 

Greetings, Fellow Members, 

 

As I write to you today, we are experiencing a Fall Nor'easter 

here in Massachusetts. This is a good time to look out your 

window to see if your antenna system has suffered any damage 

before you even think about keying up the rig. If you key up 

and your SWR goes bananas, then you probably have an 

antenna issue due to the storm. Knock on wood, I have not 

suffered any damage during this storm. One helpful hint I can 

offer is to make sure that there is some slack on all antenna 

cables. If they are too tight, they are more likely to snap in a 

windstorm. I also am using an old window weight as a counter 

weight on the end of my 186-foot inverted L antenna. I have 

an eye screw in a tree trunk and the window weight falls about 

two feet below the eye screw giving the antenna some slack to 

avoid snapping in the wind. Also, use stranded wire whever 

possible, as stranded wire us much stronger that solid copper 

wire. I learned this the hard way last year when my antenna 

came off of the top feed point, which I had secured with #14 

solid copper wire. Live and learn I guess. 

 

As many of you probably know, I will be stepping down as 

Club President after the November Club meeting and elections. 

I have truly enjoyed my tenure as President. It is my hope that 

a fellow Club member will step up and give the Office of the 

Presidency some new and ongoing energy to keep the Club 

vibrant and relevant for years to come. I will be staying on as 

Net Manager, which is a position I truly love. I will be trying 

to come up with new content ideas for our net. It has made a 

big difference in check ins now that we are going over the 

entire MMRA network on Wednesday nights. Kudos to Dave 

KC1TLF and Tim K1DC who have been great net controllers 

for the Club. I would also like to say kudos to our great 

newsletter editor, Marla Wallace, WA1GSF. Marla has 

provided great newsletters over the years, which is Award 

winning in nature! 

 

As I write to you, I am getting all of my “stuff” organized to 

go to Nearfest on October 2 with my Elmer Ray, NR1R. It is a 

great time and one man's trash is another man's treasure! It's 

great to meet folks at NearFest. To me this is the best part of 

the Festival. Hopefully our members will make a strong 

showing this Fall in New Boston. Looking forward to seeing 

everyone next weekend (as I write this on 9/.27!) 

 

In closing, we are getting into the good DX season as the nights 

are getting longer! I am working on my 5 band DXCC award 

and the only band I need is 80 meters. I currently have 51 

confirmed contacts on LOTW. One night last week, I picked 

up 5 new countries on 80 meters! Here's to great winter DX! 

 

As I always say, B.A.R.S is a G.O.T.A Club (Get On The Air!). 

To clear any misconceptions, we are NOT a contest or repeater 

Club. We are, however, a great social Club with a great 

membership! 

 

Until next month, 73 and good DX, 

Doug 

N1WRN 

 

 
Next BARS meeting: October 7 at 7:00 
PM – “What Do All Those Buttons, 
Knobs & Menus Actually Do?” 

Speaker: Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 
 

It gives me great pleasure to announce that Anthony Luscre, 

K8ZT, will be doing a presentation entitled "What Do All 

mailto:wa1gsf@comcast.net
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Those Buttons, Knobs & Menus Actually Do" which will take 

an in depth look at the controls of a modern rig. You won't 

want to miss this important and useful presentation. Anthony 

has presented to our Club in the past and everyone gave him 

rave reviews! Hope everyone can make it! 

 

 
 

Here is Anthony's bio: 

 

Anthony is a long-time amateur radio operator and 

educator from near Akron, Ohio, with a career 

spanning over four decades in the hobby. First licensed 

in 1981 as KA8NRC, he upgraded to Amateur Extra 

in 2000 and changed his callsign to K8ZT. He is 

renowned as a QRP (low-power) operator, having 

started with a 2-watt rig and now boasting over 

115,000 QRP contacts and a DXCC total exceeding 

328, with multiple first-place finishes in CQ 

Worldwide Phone and CW QRP categories. 

  

Beyond contesting, Anthony is active in DXing, rag 

chewing, and satellite operations, and shares his 

expertise widely through club presentations, webinars, 

and publications, including his website k8zt.com and 

a column for CQ Magazine. He serves as ARRL Ohio 

Section Youth Coordinator and has presented over 500 

sessions since 2020, including appearances at Contest 

University and the Dayton Hamvention. In retirement, 

he volunteers as a Trainman on the Cuyahoga Valley 

Scenic Railroad and remains active in amateur radio 

education and youth outreach. 

 

 

 

We will announce the link to join the Zoom meeting before the 

meeting, but it will be posted to the BARS email list and should 

not be shared outside our Club. Are you on the email list? If 

not, please send an email to 

bars-subscribe@w1hh.org 

and then simply reply to the robot response from the server and 

you will be subscribed. 

Observing our Zoom meeting requires only a web browser and 

headphones/speakers. You do not need a webcam or 

microphone unless you want to speak or be seen. 

Before our meeting date, please go to https://zoom.us/test and 

see if it will function for you. If you have problems, we can try 

to assist – feel free to ask questions on the BARS email list. 

I am looking forward to “seeing” many of you there on 

Wednesday, 10/7, at 1900. 

 

Doug, N1WRN 

President, Billerica Amateur Radio Society 

 

 
From the Editor’s Desk 
By Marla Wallace, WA1GSF 
 

Do you home brew?  Want a small quantity of professional-

looking PC boards for a group project or just to have a one-off 

for your pet design?  I recently found a painless (but not 

cheap!) way… 

 

There’s a free CAD tool for schematic capture and PC layout 

called KiCAD.  This is a professional-quality integrated 

package with everything you could possibly need to design 

your own circuit board.  You can download a version for 

Windows, MacOS, and/or Linux at Download | KiCad. 

 

An excellent series of tutorials is available at Beginner's Guide 

to KiCad on the DigiKey website.  (DigiKey also can provide 

fabrication services, unsurprisingly.) 

 

I recently went through the exercise with a small 

microcontroller-based astronomy computer design.  My board 

consisted of a Raspberry Pi Pico, a level shifter and a GPS 

receiver, plus some pin  header connectors, assorted resistors 

and capacitors, all powered by three CR123 batteries and a 

three-terminal 5v regulator.  Using a PC board made the design 

about half as big as the hand-wired prototype and a heck of a 

lot more rugged. 

 

I got half a dozen 4x5” boards in the mail ten days after I 

supplied DigiKey with the Gerber files for the board and they 

look great.  I hope to assemble one board sometime this month. 

 

mailto:bars-subscribe@w1hh.org
https://zoom.us/test
https://www.kicad.org/download/
https://www.digikey.com/en/maker/projects/beginners-guide-to-kicad/eb0ae92f5dae49e489f02c10f3edfc60
https://www.digikey.com/en/maker/projects/beginners-guide-to-kicad/eb0ae92f5dae49e489f02c10f3edfc60
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Now the bad news:  DigiKey charged me over $95 for the 

service.  And that was for the raw boards – I still have to do the 

soldering myself.  Moral: make sure your design is debugged 

(both electrically and mechanically) before you order the board 

to be made!  DigiKey only does design rule checking to ensure 

that they can make the board; they won’t check that your 

circuit is correct or the board’s mounting holes and dimensions 

match the box you’re putting it into.  Measure twice, order 

once is the order of the day. 

 

Happy soldering! 

 

 
Feature Article: New England Digital 
Voice Traffic Net Begins Operations 
By David Marcucci, KC1TLF 
 

The ARRL National Traffic System (NTS) has long been one 

of amateur radio’s most enduring public‑service programs, 

providing a structured, nationwide method for relaying formal 

written radiograms. Built on a network of local, section, and 

region nets, the NTS ensures that messages can be passed 

accurately and reliably across the country. Operators take on 

defined roles such as Net Control Stations, liaison stations, 

traffic handlers, and official relay stations, each contributing to 

a disciplined and resilient communications framework. These 

procedures—rooted in decades of practice—continue to serve 

both everyday public‑service needs and emergency 

communications when normal channels fail. 

 

While the traditional NTS backbone relies heavily on HF, 

VHF, and CW nets, the landscape of amateur radio has 

expanded dramatically. Digital voice networks now connect 

operators across wide geographic areas with remarkable clarity 

and reliability. As these technologies mature, they offer new 

opportunities to bring more operators into the world of formal 

message handling, including those who may not have access to 

HF equipment or local RF traffic nets. This fall, New England 

is taking a significant step forward by launching a new 

digital‑voice traffic net designed to complement existing NTS 

operations and strengthen regional readiness. 

 

Beginning October 1, the New England Digital Voice 

Traffic Net (NEDVTN) will officially begin operations under 

the leadership of Net Manager Mike, W1VEG, of Weymouth, 

MA. The net’s mission is to expand regional radiogram 

handling and bridge modern digital voice networks with the 

proven traditions of the First Region traffic system. New 

England already boasts a robust network of HF, VHF, and CW 

traffic nets, but NEDVTN adds a new capability: the ability to 

move formal written radiograms across the region’s expanding 

digital voice infrastructure, including the New England Digital 

Radio Network (NEDR) and the Wolf Pack Repeater System 

via the XLX‑097 Reflector. 

 

 
 

The net is designed to be accessible to a wide range of 

operators. By supporting multiple digital modes (System 

Fusion/WIRES‑X, DMR, EchoLink, AllStarLink, M17, and 

HamsOverIP) NEDVTN welcomes both seasoned traffic 

handlers and newcomers who may be exploring digital voice 

for the first time. This inclusivity can help introduce a new 

generation of operators to radiogram traffic, emergency 

communications, and the structured discipline of NTS 

procedures. 

 

NEDVTN will convene every Sunday, Tuesday, and 

Thursday at 2045 local time as a formal, directed net. Stations 

check in under the direction of Net Control, providing their call 

sign, name, location, and whether they have traffic to pass. 

Because digital bridges take a moment to synchronize, 

operators are encouraged to key up for several seconds before 

speaking and to maintain at least two connection methods to 

ensure reliable backup communication. While the net does not 

maintain an “official” liaison to regional or area nets, it has full 

capability to relay traffic into and out of the First Region. 

Participants often route traffic to local and section nets, 

regional nets, or through digital relay pathways, ensuring 

messages can reach their intended destinations across the 

continent. 

 

To support operators, the NEDVTN team has launched a 

resource website at NEDVTN.net, where participants can find 

net details, schedules, traffic‑handling guides, and information 

about digital routing methods. As the net approaches launch, 

they are actively recruiting additional Net Control Stations and 

traffic handlers to build a strong, sustainable operating team. 

Operators of all experience levels are encouraged to 

participate—whether you’re already active in NTS or simply 
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curious about how radiograms are formatted, relayed, and 

delivered. 

 

For amateur radio clubs across New England, this new net 

represents an excellent opportunity to strengthen local 

involvement in the National Traffic System, expand 

digital‑mode operating skills, and support regional 

emergency‑communications readiness. Digital voice traffic 

handling is becoming increasingly relevant, and NEDVTN 

provides a welcoming environment for operators to learn, 

practice, and contribute. 

 

 
 

As October 1 approaches, we encourage all club members to 

check in, participate, and bring traffic. Whether you have a 

radiogram ready to send or simply want to observe and learn, 

your involvement will help build a reliable, well‑supported 

network that enhances message‑handling capabilities across 

the region. Visit NEDVTN.net to explore resources, learn how 

the net operates, and find out how you can join the team. This 

is a great chance to develop new skills, support the NTS 

mission, and help strengthen amateur radio communications 

throughout New England. 

 

David Marcucci, KC1TLF 

ARRL NTS Official Relay Station 

(Written with the assistance of AI) 

 

 
Announcements 
 

Weekly Technician Class Licensing course on Zoom 

If someone you know wants to get their tech license then I 

highly recommend classes with these people.  This is a class 

where people will learn the stuff for their license and not just 

how to pass the test. 

 

Anyone wanting to sign up needs to send email to: 

roland.anders@comcast.net and not to me or to the MMRA. 

73 de Kevin (K1KWP) 

A free, weekly, live, Amateur Radio Technician Class 

Licensing course on Zoom will begin on Thursday, 

Sept 3, and will run through Thursday, October 15  

(seven sessions).  The three-hour sessions will start at 

6:30 PM Eastern Time. 

 

These are the classes that we have been holding for 

years sponsored by the National Electronics Museum.   

Those wishing to sign up should send email to 

roland.anders@comcast.net.  (Rol Anders, K3RA)  

--de Tom Christovich K3YH 

_________________ 

 

Join the monthly (on the last Wednesday)  PIXIE NET 

The monthly PIXIE net is always the last Wednesday of the 

month.  We use netlogger.org and will monitor 7.023 and 

14.060. 

 

We are ordering chips so all amateur radio operators can join 

us with these amazing radios. We have the crystals ordered for 

7.060 and when the crystals arrive, all hams will be able to 

build their PIXIE and have their first CW QSO on the monthly 

PIXIE net with us. 

 

It is also okay to come to the net and tell us of your PIXIE 

trouble; we have helped many PIXIE users get their up and 

running. 

 

So on August 26th at 0100 UTC, please get on netlogger.org 

and join us with your PIXIE. 

 

73 de Niece, KA1ULN  

_________________ 

 

EAS Test on Tuesday, November 17th 

There will be an EAS (Emergency Alert System) Test on 

Tuesday, November 17th between 1420 - 1450 hours on 

television and radio. 

 

I thought a mention in Club Newsletters about the test might 

be informative to the Club Members. 

 

-de Bill Poulin, WZ1L 

 

The text of the announcement (edited for relevency) follows: 

FEMA, in coordination with the Federal 

Communications Commission, will conduct a 

nationwide EAS test on Nov. 17. The FCC’s Public 

Safety and Homeland Security Bureau made the 

announcement on Wednesday. 

 

All EAS participants — which includes nearly all 

licensed radio stations in the U.S. — are required to 

participate in the test and submit required filings in the 

commission’s EAS Test Reporting System (ETRS). If 

conditions on that date require rescheduling, the 

alternate test date is Dec. 3. 

 

This is the first national periodic test since 2023. In the 

past, those tests have occurred every two years. 

file:///C:/Marla/BARS_Newsletter/roland.anders@comcast.net
file:///C:/Marla/BARS_Newsletter/roland.anders@comcast.net
https://www.netlogger.org/
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FEMA will transmit the nationwide test at 2:20 p.m. 

Eastern Time on Nov. 17 using Integrated Public Alert 

and Warning System, according to the commission. 

The test will be disseminated in English and Spanish 

as a Common Alerting Protocol message using the 

Nationwide Test of the EAS (NPT) event code. 

 

The test message audio and text, which the 

commission said is designed to be identical to the 

greatest extent possible, is as follows: 

 

“This is a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert 

System, issued by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, covering the United States from 

2:20 to 2:50 hours ET. This is only a test. No action is 

required by the public.” 

 

The Integrated Public Alert and Warning System 

Modernization Act of 2015 requires FEMA to conduct 

these nationwide tests of the public alert and warning 

system. 

_________________ 
 

Bay State Marathon needs HAM Volunteers 

The Baystate Marathon is this month: Sunday October 18, 

2026. This Lowell-centric event (traversing Lowell, 

Chelmsford and Tyngsboro) has been a great public service 

event for ham radio volunteers new and old. 

 

Rookie or long time veteran hams are needed. 

 

We are looking for approximately 25 volunteers to fully staff 

the event locations. We need only a few more volunteers to 

have a full compliment. Some locations are solo and others are 

a team effort. Take a look at the signup sheet at 

https://volunteersignup.org/4AALJ 

 

You only need a 2 meter FM handheld for this event on a 

simplex frequency which will be provided. 

 

Our operational time period is from approximately 0700 until 

event completion (estimated 1400). The communications team 

will be employing Amateur Radio to provide this 

communications asset. 

 

Once again we will be asking for volunteers to staff positions 

throughout the course to our Runner Accountability Net. No 

expected changes from years past, but if we can get over the 

"minimum" requirement, we will be putting as many as we can 

on the course. The map and course description can be found at 

https://www.baystatemarathon.com/course-map-description. 

Race info may be found at http://baystatemarathon.com 

 

Amateur Radio will be used for: 

• Accountability Net: the purpose of this net is to 

coordinate with a race public information booth the 

status of runners who are unable to complete the race 

for any issue to any one is seeking this information. 

• We also will provide logistic support to water stop 

operations, i.e., facilitate race participants seeking 

assistance. 

 

Location details at 

https://ka8scp.wb1gof.net/BaystateMarathon/BaystateMarath

onRunnerAccountability.pdf 

 

Please contact me if you would like more information . Please 

share with others that may be interested. This is a pretty laid 

back event and suitable for first time public event 

participation. 

 

If you want to volunteer, please click on the this web link (or 

copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't work) to go 

to the signup sheet: https://volunteersignup.org/4AALJ  

Specific locations are identified but you can also let us know 

if you are open to any position. To sign up, just follow the 

instructions on the page. It only takes a few seconds to do. 

Please put your call sign in next to your last name. 

 

Thank you for considering this volunteering effort! 

 

Terry M. Stader - KA8SCP 

MEMA Region 1 RACES Officer 

ARRL ARES Eastern MA District Emergency Coordinator for 

Region 1 RACES 

_________________ 

 

 
 

The link to register is: https://ylrl.net/classes-technician 

_________________ 

https://volunteersignup.org/4AALJ
https://www.baystatemarathon.com/course-map-description
http://baystatemarathon.com/
https://ka8scp.wb1gof.net/BaystateMarathon/BaystateMarathonRunnerAccountability.pdf
https://ka8scp.wb1gof.net/BaystateMarathon/BaystateMarathonRunnerAccountability.pdf
https://volunteersignup.org/4AALJ
https://ylrl.net/classes-technician
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EchoLink is now available for the BARS net 

For the weekly W1HH net, EchoLink can be used by 

connecting to W1MRA-R. The W1DC repeater will be linked 

to the W1MRA/HUB1 system in Marlboro during this time.  

 

With the recent upgrade to the interface for the Minuteman 

Repeater Association HUB1 system, multiple connections can 

be made. Other repeaters that are normally linked to HUB1 

will also be part of the net. A map of those repeaters can be 

found at MMRA Linking Info. If you are an MMRA member, 

you can link 147.120 to HUB1 to use EchoLink at other times. 

 

--de Bruce Pigott, KC1US 

_________________ 

 

Upgrading Your License?  Here’s a Resource 

If you are thinking of upgrading your license, I recommend 

that you use HamStudy.org for your practice exams because 

their practice exams use the same software, that is used to 

create online exams and BARS in-person exams. With 

HamStudy.org practice tests you should use a touch screen or 

keyboard to select the answer, A, B, C, or D. 

 

A mouse is not allowed for in-person or online exams. 

 

--de Bruce Anderson, W1LUS 

_________________ 
 

Making ZOOM available to Elmers 

For a number of years, we have been using Zoom for our 

monthly club meetings. I have been thinking that Elmers could 

also be using Zoom to coach new hams instead of actually 

going to visit with them. Elmers could perhaps help with 

programming a new radio with the new ham sharing their 

computer screen and the Elmer helping to walk them through 

the process. An Elmer could have Zoom on their cell phone 

and show a new ham how their shack was set up. Use your 

imagination and see how you might use this tool. If you would 

like to use Zoom for this, contact Bruce, 

W1LUS@hotmail.com, with a date and a time and a meeting 

will be setup for you. You may also contact Bruce if you would 

like training in using Zoom to Elmer someone. 

 

--de Bruce Anderson, W1LUS 

_________________ 

 

Friday and Sunday Night CW Slow Speed Contest 

Every Friday and Sunday night, there is a weekly slow-speed 

CW contest run by the local K1USN guys.  This is a good way 

to polish up your CW skills.  See 

http://www.k1usn.com/sst.html for details.  Currently, the 

schedule is: 

Fridays 20:00-21:00 UTC (3-4pm EST) and 

Mondays 00:00-01:00 UTC (7-8pm EST Sunday). 

 

 
 

-- de Tom Walsh, K1TW 

_________________ 
 

Another recurring event: 

Straight Key Century Club (SKCC) Weekend Sprintathon – 

the Saturday following the 6th of every month at 1200 UTC 

http://www.skccgroup.com/operating_activities/weekend_spri

ntathon 

 

 

BARS Membership 

 

Our current combined membership is 136. With 34 that haven’t 

renewed their membership for 2026.  Reminder: if your dues 

are not paid up, you will not be able to vote at the November 

meeting. 

 

Anyone with a question about their renewal status can email 

me at W1LUS@hotmail.com to get your current membership 

status.   

 

from Bruce Anderson, W1LUS, Treasurer 

 

 
Secretary’s Report for September 2026  
 

The September General Meeting was called to order by Doug 

at 1905.  There were twelve people in person in the church hall. 

(Your secretary was attending via Zoom.) 

 

Club business: 

• Report (inaudible) about lighthouse activation. 

• We are still looking for Doug's replacement. 

• There will be cookies at the November meeting!!!! 

• Dave demoed his radiogram tracking and logging app 

 

https://mmra.org/repeaters/repeater_linking.html
https://www.hamstudy.org/
mailto:W1LUS@hotmail.com
http://www.k1usn.com/sst.html
http://www.skccgroup.com/operating_activities/weekend_sprintathon
http://www.skccgroup.com/operating_activities/weekend_sprintathon
file:///C:/Marla/BARS_Newsletter/W1LUS@hotmail.com
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We then went around the room and the zoom attendees for 

introductions. 

 

The speaker logged in at 1955 and the program began. The 

program ended at 2045 and we immediately adjourned. 

 

There were eight people logged in on Zoom. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report for October 2026 
 

Reminder: 2026 Dues are due starting January 1, 2026. BARS 

Dues are from January 1 to December 31.  Dues for 2026 will 

remain at $15.  Dues can be paid several ways:  

• via bank-to-bank transfer with Zelle, Venmo, PayPal, 

etc. by sending $15 to bars.dues@outlook.com, 

• with credit card by using the Join/Renewal 

membership form on the W1HH.org website, 

• or with cash or check by mailing $15 to Billerica 

ARS, 16 Regis Road, Tewksbury, MA 01876 

 

In September we had three new/renewal for $45, $100 from 

sale of donated Equipment (thanks to W7LSG and KB1LKR), 

$5 from an ARRL renewal (thanks to KE1LU) for a total of 

$150. Our expenses were Zoom $18.05, and PayPal $3.03. We 

now have $854.16 in the bank and $1494.03 in our PayPal 

account for a total of $2348.19. 

 

Bruce Anderson, W1LUS 

 

 
September Get-on-the-Air Suggestions 
from Andy Wallace, KA1GTT 
 

KA1GTT Andy Wallace here. I am offering my input for this 

month's Get on the Air column. These are contests which can 

be on HF or VHF/UHF, and may be SSB (voice), CW (Morse 

code) or digital (FT8, etc.) modes. If you are a beginner, 

contests can still be a lot of fun. Most of the time the rules 

expect you to submit electronic logs of your activity, but I 

know hams who simply want to exchange QSLs for 

confirmation. 

 

Contests can be frantic - rapid exchanges (what info the 

stations pass back and forth) and careful rules of engagement. 

But others are more casual. It always helps to tune in stations 

and listen to the exchange and get a feel for the methods. 

 

One of the best resources for finding out what contests are 

upcoming is the WA7BNM website and his 8-day contest 

calendar at: 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 

This gives a snapshot of the next 8 days, and you can instantly 

see what contests are longer term (like across weekends) and 

thus more popular. 

 

The 12-month calendar is excellent for getting a snapshot of an 

entire month in advance. Surprisingly, I find it has more 

contests listed than the "Perpetual" site view. The 12 month is 

what I used to compile this month's hot contests: 

 https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.php 

 

Of note: contests are listed in UTC (Coordinated Universal 

Time or Greenwich Mean Time or Zulu) day and date. This is 

the time going through the 0° meridian (Greenwich, U.K.). If 

you are new to ham radio, you need to know hams historically 

use UTC to align with hams around the world in a way that 

being on the air at a certain time is simple. We're in Eastern 

Daylight Time right now, so that means UTC is 4 hours ahead 

of us. 0000Z being midnight Zulu/UTC/GMT translates to 

8:00 PM EST.  So, for a typical contest, the start of the contest 

is 00:01UTC November 7 (Saturday). Subtract five hours and 

you better have your rig ready at 8:01PM EST Friday evening. 

 

Here is KA1GTT's list of top contests for this month - and 

please remember these are best guesses on my part. 

 

1. Collegiate QSO Party 

https://collegiateqsoparty.com 

0000Z, Oct 4 to 2359Z, Oct 5, 2026 

Exchange: State / Province / DX Entity + RS(T) 

Comment: Here's an unusual contest to try. Work 

some younger folks! 

 

2. Oceania DX Contest, Phone 

https://www.oceaniadxcontest.com/ 

0600Z, Oct 3 to 0600Z, Oct 4, 2026 

Exchange: RS + Serial No. 

 

3. International HELL-Contest 

https://www.darc.de/der-

club/referate/conteste/hell-contest/darc-hell-

contest-rules/ 

1600Z-1800Z, Oct 3 (80m) and 

0900Z-1100Z, Oct 4 (40m), 2026 

Exchange: RST + QSO No. 

Comment: Hellschreiber is an unusual mode 

actually developed and used during the 1930s. 

It's closer to facsimile (FAX) transmission than 

modern digital modes or RTTY. Text is seen as 

dots scrolling down the (good old days) paper 

printout. Nowadays computers do the heavy 

lifting. I think at least one of our members has 

tried this mode! 

 

4. California QSO Party 

https://www.cqp.org/Rules.html 

1600Z, Oct 3 to 2200Z, Oct 4, 2026 

Exchange: non-CA: Serial No. + (state / VE 

province or territory /  DX) 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bars.dues@outlook.com
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.php
https://collegiateqsoparty.com/
https://www.oceaniadxcontest.com/
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/hell-contest/darc-hell-contest-rules/
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/hell-contest/darc-hell-contest-rules/
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/hell-contest/darc-hell-contest-rules/
https://www.cqp.org/Rules.html


BARS BILLERICA AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY                         October, 2026 

 
 

October, 2026  Page 8 

 

5. Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 

https://www.sactest.net/blog/scandinavian-

activity-contest-2025-rules/ 

1200Z, Oct 10 to 1200Z, Oct 11, 2026 

Exchange: RST + Serial No. 

Comment: hoist a mug of "Glüg" and work 

people who have more fur-lined jackets than you! 

Uff da! 

 

6. Arizona QSO Party 

https://www.azqp.org/ 

1500Z, Oct 10 to 0500Z, Oct 11, 2026 

Exchange: non-AZ: RS(T) + (state / province / 

country) 

 

7. Pennsylvania QSO Party 

http://paqso.org/pa-qso-party-rules.html 

1600Z, Oct 10 to 0400Z, Oct 11 and 

1300Z-2200Z, Oct 11, 2026 

Exchange: non-PA: Serial No. + ARRL / RAC 

Section 

 

8. South Dakota QSO Party 

http://www.sdqsoparty.com 

1800Z, Oct 10 to 1800Z, Oct 11, 2026 

Exchange: non-SD: RS(T) + (state / province / 

country) 

 

9. New York QSO Party 

https://www.nyqp.org/ 

1400Z, Oct 17 to 0200Z, Oct 18, 2026 

Exchange: non-NY: RS(T) + (state / province / 

"DX") 

 

10. Worked All Germany Contest 

http://www.darc.de/der-

club/referate/conteste/worked-all-germany-

contest/en/rules/ 

1500Z, Oct 17 to 1459Z, Oct 18, 2026 

Exchange: non-DL: RS(T) + Serial No. 

 

11. Illinois QSO Party 

https://w9awe.org/ilqp/ 

1700Z, Oct 18 to 0100Z, Oct 19, 2026 

Exchange: non-IL: RS(T) + (state / province / 

country) 

 

12. ARRL School Club Roundup ** 

http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup 

1300Z, Oct 19 to 2359Z, Oct 23, 2026 

Exchange: RS(T) + Class (I / C / S) + (state / 

province / country) 

Comment: here's another opportunity to help kids 

stay interested in our hobby. We need them! Get 

on the air for this one. 

 

 

 

13. CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB ** 

https://www.cqww.com/rules.htm 

0000Z, Oct 24 to 2359Z, Oct 25, 2026 

Exchange: RS + CQ Zone No. 

Comment: this is THE BIG ONE for October! 

Look up your CQ zone and get on. Hint: ours is 

after 4 and before 6. 

 

14. ARRL EME Contest 

https://www.arrl.org/eme-contest 

50-1296 MHz: 

0000Z, Oct 31 to 2359Z, Nov 1, 2026 

50-1296 MHz: 

0000Z, Nov 28 to 2359Z, Nov 29, 2026 

Exchange: 4-character grid square (standard 

signal report acceptable for analog modes if grid 

square not possible) 

Comment: this is a very specialized mode and 

contest and I don't know of many BARS 

members who have done it. At least one Stelio's 

breakfast attendee (who owns an old muscle car) 

does it! 

 

** Top recommendation for this month 

 

Final comments: Well, that's a raft of reasons to Get On the Air 

for October. CQWW is the big one; the bands will be hopping 

for that. Plus many states: CA, AZ, PA, SD, NY, and IL! 

 

Reminder: details on each of these contests above – and more 

events – can be found every week on the WA7BNM contest 

calendar at: 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php?m

ode=custom&week=current 

 

If you get on and enjoy operating one of these events, please 

send an email to the BARS email reflector, bars@w1hh.org. 

 

 
BARS Does breakfast every Saturday. 

 

On Saturday mornings at 8:15AM, we meet for a casual, social 

breakfast at Stelio’s restaurant in Billerica. 

Stelio’s Family Restaurant, Billerica, MA  
 

 
BARS Needs You!!! 
 

We are looking for a few good hams to act as net control on 

the regularly scheduled Wednesday night nets!  All it takes is 

one night a month; if you are interested contact Doug, 

N1WRN. 
 

Also, the club needs volunteers for light tasks of about 1 hour 

a month.  Are you able to pitch in?  Contact Doug Bruce, 

N1WRN. 

 

https://www.sactest.net/blog/scandinavian-activity-contest-2025-rules/
https://www.sactest.net/blog/scandinavian-activity-contest-2025-rules/
https://www.azqp.org/
http://paqso.org/pa-qso-party-rules.html
http://www.sdqsoparty.com/
https://www.nyqp.org/
http://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/worked-all-germany-contest/en/rules/
http://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/worked-all-germany-contest/en/rules/
http://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/worked-all-germany-contest/en/rules/
https://w9awe.org/ilqp/
http://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup
https://www.cqww.com/rules.htm
https://www.arrl.org/eme-contest
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php?mode=custom&week=current
https://www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php?mode=custom&week=current
file:///C:/Marla/BARS_Newsletter/bars@w1hh.org
http://www.steliosrestaurant.com/
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Wednesday Night Net 

 

Join us on the Billerica 147.120 Repeater for the weekly BARS 

net each Wednesday at 8:00 PM (except on the first 

Wednesday of the month which is club meeting night).   

 

Repeater info: 

W1DC 

147.12 MHz 

+600 kHz (normal) offset 

Encode CTCSS 146.2 Hz 

 

 
The W1DC Site 

Photo courtesy of Dwight Doane 

 annotations by Bob DeMattia, K1IW. 

 

Reminder: “kerchunking” the repeater is not only impolite, it’s 

illegal.  It constitutes an unidentified transmission.  If you need 

to check that you’re making the repeater, say something like 

“This is <your call> standing by on the frequency.”  Thanks 

for your courtesy. 

 

 
Club Meetings 

 

Club meetings are held in person (weather permitting) and via 

Zoom.  A link will be sent via the BARS email reflector to all 

currently paid-up members who might wish to attend via 

Zoom. 

 

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at 

7:00 PM Eastern time. 

 

 
VE Sessions 

 

Our VE sessions are held in-person at the Chelmsford Bible 

Church. Pre-registration for our in-person exams is suggested. 

Contact w1lus@hotmail.com for registration information.  

 

VE sessions are held every month on the 2nd Thursday at 7:00 

PM at Chelmsford Bible Church, 128 Gorham St., Chelmsford 

MA.  Park in back and enter by rear door.  Chelmsford Bible 

Church Hall, 128 Gorham St, Rear Door, Chelmsford MA 

01824-3220 (map) 

 

Our next VE exam session will be on October 8 at 7:00 PM 
at the Chelmsford Bible Church. 

 

September 2026 VE Exam Session 

We had two people show up for the Septermber 10th VE exam 

session. Results were: two General upgrades.  Thanks to 

Wayne, KC1ONM, Shawn, N1CVO, Niece, KA1ULN, and 

Bill, WZ1L, for their help conducting this exam session. 

 

While walk-ins are always welcome it speeds the process up if 

you pre-register for your BARS VE exam session at 

HamStudy.org. 

 

--de Bruce Anderson, W1LUS 

 

 
Future Meetings 
 

The next BARS General Meeting will be held via Zoom and 

in person on October 7th at 7:00 PM local time.  A Zoom 

link will be sent in the club email feed prior to the meeting. 

 

 
Subscribe to the BARS Mailing List 

 

To subscribe to the BARS email list, send a blank email to 

bars-subscribe@w1hh.org and watch for an automated reply. 

Note that bars-subscribe is all one word. 

 

Reply to that message from the list server and you are then 

subscribed. 

 

To post to the list, address your email to bars@w1hh.org  
 

 
Photo Feature: From the Mailbag 
 

This month’s collection is a bit abbreviated due to ‘a spot of 

bother’ with my QSL logger, Log4OM2. Something about 

“truncated double value” error in the MySQL functions…. 

Ugh! 

 

Anyway… here are a few cards from my latest drop from the 

bureau. I rather likethe hand-drawn card for IK0CHU and the 

photo matching the call of JH8SIT. You will notice a card 

from an SWL, F-13195 in France. In a few countries, 

Germany and Netherlands come to mind, issue ‘call signs’ to 

SWL’ers. That threw me a bit when I received my first one 

before I noticed the ‘SWL’ notation on the card. I did send them 

a QSL card but was sure to remove the ‘confirming our contact 

language’ and replace it with ‘confirming your reception of’. 

 

file:///D:/my_data/BARS_Newsletter/w1lus@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/128+Gorham+St,+Chelmsford,+MA+01824/@42.6045528,-71.2989745,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89e3a3e62951c9bb:0x4394efc4201944d8!8m2!3d42.6048218!4d-71.2968185
https://www.google.com/maps/place/128+Gorham+St,+Chelmsford,+MA+01824/@42.6045528,-71.2989745,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89e3a3e62951c9bb:0x4394efc4201944d8!8m2!3d42.6048218!4d-71.2968185
https://www.google.com/maps/place/128+Gorham+St,+Chelmsford,+MA+01824/@42.6045528,-71.2989745,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89e3a3e62951c9bb:0x4394efc4201944d8!8m2!3d42.6048218!4d-71.2968185
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chelmsford+Bible+Church/@42.604937,-71.3016777,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89e3a3e7daa7a7ef:0x76640c23a0364332!8m2!3d42.604937!4d-71.299489
https://hamstudy.org/sessions/arrl/01876/inperson
mailto:bars-subscribe@w1hh.org
mailto:bars@w1hh.org
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Show Me Your Cards!  I would like to highlight cards from our 

club members.  Send me a scan of your card or just mail one to 

me.  Or bring one to the next club meeting and I’ll collect them.  

Thanks! 

 

As always, if you have received any interesting cards, hand-

drawn or not, please send them along to 

k1dc.radio@gmail.com and I’ll share them with the group! 

 

73, Tim/K1DC 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
BARS Leadership Team 
 

OFFICERS: 

President: Doug Bruce, N1WRN 
Vice President: David Marcucci, KC1TLF 
Treasurer: Bruce Anderson, W1LUS 

Secretary: Marla Wallace, WA1GSF 

BoD: Bill Poulin, WZ1L 

BoD: Steve Wedge, W1ES/4 

Ex Officio: Gary Frascarelli, W1GFF 

 

VOLUNTEERS: 

Net Coordinator: Doug Bruce, N1WRN 

Newsletter Editor: Marla Wallace, WA1GSF 

New Member Outreach: Doug Bruce, N1WRN 

Field Day Chair: Tim Carter, K1DC 

Webmaster: David Marcucci, KC1TLF 
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